Different decade. 

Same stupid ideas 


THE MARITIME UNION says an Organi¬ 
sation for Economic Co-operation and De¬ 
velopment (OECD) report on the New Zea¬ 
land economy is a politically driven document 
with a right-wing, anti-working class agenda. 
Maritime Union of New Zealand general secretary 
Trevor Hanson says some of the “market oriented 
reforms” proposed by the OECD report had been 
so discredited by the recent economic crisis and 
past history that it was a surprise anyone could 
suggest them with a straight face. “How dare the 
authors of this report come out and preach poli¬ 
cies that end in casualised jobs, long hours, shift 
work and low wages for New Zealand workers?” 

Mr Hanson says it is obvious that New Zealand 
society is stressed, with long hours, low wages 
and job insecurity creating major negative is¬ 
sues for working people including violence, drug 
abuse, crime and family breakdown. “The real 
aim of these so-called experts is to teach workers 
to be constantly worried about job loss, comply 
with every request of their boss no matter how 
unreasonable, have husbands and wives working 
different shifts, and see wages constantly losing 
ground against the cost of living and shareholder 
profits. This is the reality of New Zealand today.” 

He says this is a result of the deregulat¬ 
ed, 24 hour/7 day society, where family life 
and community life are under constant at¬ 
tack from the “demands of the mighty dollar”. 

Mr Hanson says the result of free market and 
free trade policies is the creation of a “work¬ 
ing poor” in New Zealand and a group ol 
people trapped in insecure casual work who 
were now being hit by rising unemployment. 

He says that proposals to “bring back the priva¬ 
tisation agenda from the dead” and sell off ports 


and rail were clearly aimed at benefiting global 
corporations rather than the New Zealand public. 
“Through privatisation policies of the past, assets 
were stripped, infrastructure run down, land and in¬ 
dustry hocked off to passing speculators and profits 
drained overseas, while New Zealand accumulates 
debt and we become tenants in our own country.” 

Mr Hanson says the push to dismantle New 
Zealand’s public health system was a sign that 
this is on the agenda for big business. “Does the 
OECD want an American health system where 
tens of millions of workers can’t even afford to get 
health care and they want to see your credit rating 
when they come to pick you up in an ambulance?” 

Mr Hanson says it is time New Zealand work¬ 
ers resisted attempts to turn them into full-time 
production units to make profits for global corpo¬ 
rations. “We need to run society to ensure secu¬ 
rity and stability and a decent life for all people.” 


Maritime Union www.munz.org.nz 
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Synovate workers dema nd just 
pay, just get loc ked out 



CALL centre workers 
at Synovate in South 
Auckland were locked 
out on Saturday 11 
April by their em¬ 
ployer. The workers 
had been negotiating 
for secure hours and 
a pay rise of a dollar 
when they received 
word by text that they 
would not be allowed 
to come back to work. 

Upon arriving at the 
call centre next morn¬ 
ing, union members 
found the front door 
padlocked shut by the 
company and a notice 
telling their non-union 
workers to sneak in by the back door. In response 
to this attempt to use scab labour, union officials 
and members added their own locks to the front 
door and used cars and locks to block all other 
entrances to the building. This effectively locked 
the bosses inside for two hours until the union 
allowed one car to be moved to allow delegates to 
enter the building to continue the negotiations. 


The Unite Union 
secretary Matt Me 
Carten told assem¬ 
bled workers that 
he had dressed in a 
warm coat and had a 
razor in his pocket so 
he could shave before 
court if he was arrest¬ 
ed. Most of the work¬ 
ers seemed positive 
and genuinely angry 
at their working con¬ 
ditions, particularly 
that their shifts can 
be cancelled with no 
notice. Several, how¬ 
ever, talked about 
how they could not 
afford to miss work 
- this is what the company is undoubtedly rely¬ 
ing on to break the union’s strength on this site. 

Locked-out union members from Syno¬ 
vate along had been passed on but no state¬ 
ment was planned. We held a noisy occupation 
for another hour or so, then broke for a quick 
bite to eat before the union went back into ne¬ 
gotiations at the ministry of labour at 2 pm. 


www. indy med ia .org.nz 












Synovate woikeis demand just pay, 
just get loc ked out continued 

Late in the evening 
of Tuesday 14 April, 
union and company 
negotiators reached a 
settlement at the de¬ 
partment of labour. 

Pay rises will be 50c 
now and 50c in six 
months. People will 
get paid for statu¬ 
tory holidays over 
the lock-out. Plus a 
bunch of other im¬ 
provements in condi¬ 
tions that will really 
make a difference for 
these peoples lives. 

Omar/Workers 
Solidarity 

Happy Valley camp 
relocates to front lawn 

THE HAPPY VALLEY occupation camp has 
been dismantled by Solid Energy and helicoptered 
out of the valley. Protestors promptly relocated to 
Solid Energy’s Front lawn. 

Five Save Happy Valley Coalition members 
camped on the front lawn of state-owned coal 
miner Solid Energy’s Christchurch headquar¬ 
ters overnight on Thursday 23 April. Around 
30 protesters helped set up a pup tent on 
the lawn at 2.00 pm, as a response to the re¬ 
moval of a long-term occupation camp on 
the site of a proposed West Coast coal mine. 

“It certainly wasn’t as peaceful as a night 
in Happy Valley,” said Front Lawn Pro¬ 
tester Anna-Clair Hunter. “We heard cars 
and trucks instead of weka and kiwi.” 

Media were invited to a communi¬ 
ty breakfast at the Front Lawn site from 
7.30-8.30 am the next morning. 


The group has spent the past five years protesting 
the plans of the state-owned company to destroy a 
pristine area north of Westport, home to 13 endan¬ 
gered species including roroa, great spotted kiwi. 

www.savehappyvaIley.org.nz 





Comrade 
Abel Raz 

SPANISH ANARCHIST Abel Paz, who fought 
in the Spanish Civil War and was the author of 
Durruti: the people armed, died in hospital in 
Barcelona on 13 April 2009 aged 87. He was 
born in Almeria in 1921, and moved with his 
family to Barcelona in 1929. In 1935 he start¬ 
ed work in the textile industry and joined the 
Confederation Nacional del Trabajo (CNT). 
In July 1936, with the start of the Span¬ 
ish Civil War and Spanish revolution, he 
joined the anarchist Durruti Column. As 
well as fighting on the Aragon front, he 
fought in the Barcelona May Events of 1937. 
After the fall of Catalonia in January 1939 he 
went into exile in France, where he was in¬ 
terned. During the 1940s he fought both 
in the French resistance to Hitler and the 
Spanish anarchist resistance to Franco. 

Aotearoa Indymedia 


Campaign pickets the 
bosses' party 

THE NEWLY FORMED Workers Rights Cam- and government, weeping crocodile tears about 


paign picketed the government’s “Jobs Summit” at 
the Christchurch Town Hall on Friday 17 April. 

Workers Rights Campaign spokesper¬ 
son Paul Piesse said the picket is because: 

“We know it [the Jobs Summit] to be essen¬ 
tially a pathetic public relations exercise for the 
government and its fat-cat business friends;” 

“We know that its decisions on employment 
- especially issues of job creation, redundancies 
and reductions in paid hours of work and thus 
income - will not and cannot assure working 
people of properly paid, secure employment;” 

“We refuse to pay the price for the failure of 
the capitalist system in yet another of its peri¬ 
odic ‘busts’. We’re tired of bailing out the rich, 
who use us and discard us for their own benefit.” 

The Workers Rights Campaign, Mr Piesse said, 
“Notes the contemptible hypocrisy of business 


job losses while they happily contract out and 
shift our jobs offshore to cheap labour countries.” 

The Campaign demands full employment. 
Mr Piesse said that the Campaign has the view 
that “it is the absolute moral duty of any de¬ 
cent government to ensure that all citizens have 
honest work available with liveable wages”. 

“One way to ensure that,” Mr Piesse said, was “to 
legislate for a basic 35 hour week without loss of 
pay”. He noted that “there isn’t much point to our 
civilisation unless generation by generation and 
decade by decade, technological development al¬ 
lows for a reduction in the portion of people’s lives 
they are obliged to devote to earning a living. The 
economy should be about people, not Capital.” 

www.workersrightscampaign.blogspot.com 







...the magnetic fridge diary... 


Campaign Launch: 

Support the call for a $15 
minimum wage! 

Friday 1 May, 5pm at the 
Southern Cross, 39 Abel Smith 
Street, Wellington. 

Unite Union is launching a 
citizen’s initiated referendum 
on the question of lifting the 
minimum wage to $ 15/hr and 
to 2/3rds of the average wage. 
Help the campaign start off with 
a bang! 

Mayday: Letters to prisoners 
Friday 1 May, 7pm at 128 Abel 
Smith St. 

Wellington Anarchist Black 
Cross is holding a letter writing 
evening to prisoners. As usual, it 
is a pot-luck so bring something 
tasty to share to keep up energy 
levels. The venue has an open 
fireplace to keep everyone 
toasty if necessary. We have 
information about political 
prisoners should you wish to 
write to one of them. Paper and 
envelopes provided. We also 


encourage making colourful 
cards etc. Everyone welcome! 

Clitfest Fundraiser 
Movie Night 

Monday 4 May, 7pm at 128 
Abel Smith St. $5 Entry. 

Clitfest is a radical, diy, feminist 
arts and music festival happening 
in Wellington mid-September. 
We are showing three great films 
to raise money: An Evergreen 
Island - About Bougainville’s 
Coconut Revolution; Upfront - 
3 Palestinian women share their 
stories; and Girls Rock! - A doco 
about a week-long rock’n’roll 
camp for girls. 

Clitfest Garage and Bake Sale 
Saturday May 9, from 11am 
outside 128 Abel Smith St. 

Come buy cheap goodies and 
support clitfest! You can bring 
donations of your old stuff to 
128 from Thursday 7 May. Any 
questions drop us an email at: 
clitfest.wellington@gmail.com 


BUGGED! State Surveillance 
under the microscope 
Friday 8 May, 7pm at the 
Newtown Community Centre 
Theatre. $7/$10 entry. 

An awareness-raising event 
to provide information about 
current State Surveillance 
practices in Aotearoa, and how 
they relate to the State Terror 
Raids of October 2007. The 
evening will raise money for 
those affected by the raids, and 
their communities. Featuring 
the world premier of Rise UP! 
A documentary film about the 
community response to the 
2007 terror’ raids; talks by: 
Green MP Keith Locke and 
other guests (to be confirmed), 
plus live music from Mara TK 
and Cherry’s Gemstones. BYO 
and Food available for Koha 

Indigenous struggles in 
Colombia: A Public talk 
Thursday 14 May, 7pm at 128 
Abel Smith St. 

A presentation followed by Q&A 
with a recent visitor to South 
America, discussing the on¬ 
going struggles of the indigenous 
peoples of Colombia. 

Indymedia Radio Show 

Independent news, interviews 
and music! Every Tuesday 
2-4pm on the VBC 88.3FM. 
Also streaming on-line at: 
www.vbc.org.nz 
Download podcasts at: 
www.indymedia.org.nz 
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For inclusion of your event in next month's calendar, publish details of your event on: 

www.indymedia.org.nz or email wellington@indymedia.org by 29 April. 


Water issues - R1GHTTO WATER report 


Government policy on domestic water supply 

Given that ACT leader and minister of local 
government, Rodney Hide, is on record as 
favouring privatisation and commercialisation of 
water supply, we wrote to the government seeking 
clarification on their domestic water supply policy. 
Rodney wrote back not saying much except that 
“Public-private partnerships can be very effective 
in ensuring the quick and efficient construction 
and maintenance of major infrastructure” and 
mentioned the new National Infrastructure Unit. 
New national infrastructure unit established 
within Treasury 

In early March the government announced 
that it is establishing a new infrastructure unit 
within Treasury. The unit has an advisory board 
made up of private sector and local government 
representatives and water is within its mandate. The 
unit is to develop 20-year national infrastructure 
plans. It appears to be a tool for securing a public- 
private partnership approach to managing New 
Zealand’s infrastructure. The first 20-year plan is 
due out by the end of the year and the minister 
is deciding later if public will have any input into 
this. For more info visit: www.treasury.govt.nz/ 
economy/infrastructure/unit 
Wellington City Council has been pushing 
dodgy water-use figures 

Wellington Mayor Kerry Prendergast and 
others have been rattling on about the need to 
curb Wellingtonians’ excessive water usage and 
implying meters are the way to do it. They’ve 
now admitted their calculations are wrong and 
misleading. To date WCC have failed to inform 
residents of their mistakes and are still calculating 
usage in a way their own issues resolution office 
considers misleading. See: 
www.righttowater.org.nz/cookreport.htmI 
Wellington Regional Water Strategy 
Both the Wellington Regional Council and 
the Wellington City Council are talking about 
the Wellington Regional Water Strategy to be 
developed by the regional, city and district 
councils. Part of the Strategy will address water 


supply. Besides a March 2008 heads-up about 
it from chair Fran Wilde, there’s no mention of 
the strategy on the Regional Council website. 
Their long-term plan consultation document 
says their proposed response to water shortages 
“may change if the four city councils and Greater 
Wellington commit to a more aggressive approach 
to water conservation through the Regional Water 
Strategy”. It lists water meters as one possible 
measure but says demand management will be up 
to the cities. 

Submissions to Wellington City Council’s 

Long-term Plan close 5pm, Monday, 18 May 

In the Water section of its draft long-term plan, 
WCC states a key project as “working with all 
the councils in the region including Wellington 
Regional Council on a strategy for how we can best 
provide for the regions water needs in the future. 
The region-wide Wellington water management 
plan will suggest targets for water conservation 
and will address the issue of reducing consumer 
demand for water versus investing at this time in 
expensive and, from an environmental perspective, 
potentially invasive new storage capacity. We will 
work with the Wellington community to identify 
water conservation opportunities, while also 
looking at ways we can reduce our own water 
usage. The plan will be developed over the next 
two years.” Even a brief submission stating you 
are strongly opposed to the Council introducing 
household meters and volumetric charging is great. 
The WCC Draft Long-term Plan and Submission 
form are available online at 


www.wellington.govt.nz/haveyoursay 

info@righttowater.org.nz 

www.righttowater.org.nz 







Hapu land occupation halts mine 



THE TARANAKI HAPU of Otaraua have 
been holding their ground near Waitara since 
the middle of March, while the Greymouth 
Petroleum Company still refuses to meet with 
them on site. Production has been completely 
stopped in the meantime. About 50 protesters 
blockaded the gate entrance to the well site on 
Ngatimaru Rd at Tikorangi on 22 March, in an 
attempt to stop preparations for drilling through 
their Tikorangi/Awatetake Pa. They will stay there 
until consultation begins, and longer if necessary. 

The Otaraua hapu of northern Taranaki had 
decided theyd had enough, after years of battling 
Greymouth Petroleum Company, when the 
company decided to start bulldozing through 
their wahi tapu. 

The hillside pa contains precious natural water 
springs that feed the neighbouring people and 
are used for various traditional ceremonies. The 
pa was once home to Otaraua ancestors with 
urupa/burial grounds and remains of habitation 
still present. The land is currently leased to a 
neighbouring farmer. However, the government 
claims under the Crown Minerals Act to own all 
land to a certain depth under the ground, which 
therefore allowed the mining permit given to 
Greymouth Petroleum. 


The local hapu tried over the years to stop the 
well site, one of hundreds in the Taranaki area, 
but Greymouth Petroleum got the go-ahead 
three years ago. The well is expected to remain in 
production for 30 years. 

The hapu was notified on Thursday 19 March of 
the intention to drill through their pa to cut costs, 
instead of piping around it. There had been no 
previous consultation, because the company found 
a loophole in the law that allowed them to avoid 
consultation with iwi if a site was not registered as 
a waahi tapu. The Tikorangi/Awatetake Pa site is 
currently waiting to be registered. 

Protesters have constructed a small camp at the 
gate and have a support crew down the road at the 
local Otaraua Marae, where meals are prepared 
and the children can play safely. Trucks removing 
hazardous waste only are being allowed on site. 
Two security guards have been employed to watch 
over the area since the occupation began. Police 
and Maori liaison officers have been visiting the 
occupation daily (for a cup of tea). They say they 
will not stop the protests, despite requests from 
the company. 

Several attempts to meet with the petroleum 
company have failed as the company refuses 
to meet on site or with a group from the hapu. 


They even went so far as to offer free flights for 
six people to Wellington. The hapu staunchly 
continues to refuse. 

“They have suggested just meeting one of our 
representatives, but because this affects the whole 
of the hapu we feel that is a divisive approach,” 
hapu spokesperson David Doorbar says. 

The company even attempted to offer a crate 
of beer to the protesters one night, which was 
quickly turned down with much disgust at such 
disrespect. The protest camp is strictly alcohol- 
and drug-free, with protesters maintaining a 
presence at the gate 24/7. 

Maori affairs minister Pita Sharpies said he was 
“deeply disappointed” by the situation and said 
the company should have consulted with the hapu 
despite not legally being required to do so. 

“It is important we maintain our position that 
we will not leave while our waahi tapu remains 
under threat”, comments kuia Alice Doorbar. 
“Our tupuna who inhabited this pa understood 
the meaning of loss and we have over decades 
witnessed the ongoing encroachment of our waahi 
tapu all in the name of progress. We are tired of 
this exploitation of the resource that leaves us with 
long-term environmental damage which all New 
Zealanders should be concerned about.” 

The protesters have received support from 
whanau, neighbours and iwi from around 
Taranaki. The hapu plans to take the issues to 
the environment court and seek an interim 
enforcement order to halt works that have now 
been put off through their protests. Members of 
the public are welcome to visit the occupation 
site and can find it on the corner near the end 
of Tikorangi Road, just outside of Waitara (ten 
minutes drive north of New Plymouth). 

The events of Sunday 22 and Monday 23 March 
has strengthened the resolve of Otaraua Hapu 
especially in light of the strong support received 
by their kaumatua. 

Otaraua spokesperson Donna Eriwata is 
disappointed by the company’s behaviour. “This is 
an issue about trust and building relationships. We 
have seen ownership of the oil company change 
and we have always had to invest in building 
relationships because we are always going to be 



here. We will not leave this site until they satisfy 
us face to face that they are willing to work with 
us to seek a positive outcome.” 

“We have been naive to assume that our interests 
were covered because the redoubt at the other end 
of the hill had been recognised as a secondary 
habitation. It is an issue we had planned to resolve 
with the Council’s Waahi Tapu Reference Group 
that has been delayed by nearly two years,” explains 
Otaraua hapu chairperson David Doorbar. “But 
as all our hapu and iwi know, the process requires 
a lot of resources, and ultimately we don’t control 
how that information is managed.” 

Auckland-based Greymouth Petroleum chief 
executive Mark Dunphy is still not answering calls 
from the media. 

With the likelihood of the occupation 
continuing, the hapu is calling for support from 
other hapu of Te Atiawa and nga Iwi o Taranaki. 
“We believe our issue resonates throughout the 
province. We are willing to work with the oil 
companies for the betterment of the region’s 
economy and environment. But we need to be 
more constructively engaged and have these long¬ 
term interests recognised, not just during the time 
the resource is being exploited.” 

Donna Eriwata/David Doorbar, 
Otaraua Hapu 
















